
Federated Church 
Sunday Morning Worship Services 10:00 a.m. 

Thursday Evening Worship Services 6:30 p.m. 

2704 15th Street     P.O. Box 564    Columbus, Nebraska  68602     

(402) 564-2812  www.federatedcolumbus.org 

Welcome to Federated Church! 

We are called Federated because on July 2, 1914 the Congregational (now the United Church of 

Christ) and Presbyterian churches of Columbus joined in an effort to serve 

as one congregation. Our faithful federation continues to this day! 

New to Federated? Please let us know on a “Visitors Card” & in a red Friendship Folder. 

Children are welcome in worship at Federated Church. The Library & “Cry Room” at the back 

of the Sanctuary is child friendly and include Sanctuary sound.  

Children’s Activity Bags are at the Sanctuary entrance. Sunday child care is in the Nursery. 

Ushers are here to help: ushers tonight are Rod & Georgia Behlen, Judy Temme, and Marv 

Zoucha. Hearing assistance devices & large print hymnals are available from the ushers. 

In the event of a pastoral emergency, please contact the pastor by cell phone: 

Rev. Edward:  (402) 302-2812 

For Prayer Chain requests, call the Church Office (402) 564-2812. The Order of St. Andrew starts 

each Prayer Chain, which are confidential.  Videos & bulletins of worship services  are at 

www.federatedcolumbus.org. 

8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve, December 24, 2019 



JOYS & CONCERNS 
 If you have any joys or concerns, please share 
with the congregation by informing the office 
staff/pastor. 

  Congratulations to Connie Spohn who is 
retiring from her work at First National Bank. 

 Please pray for Diane Bower who is recovering 
from a fall with a broken shoulder.  

 Please pray for Josh Winig who was in a serious 
car accident. 

THIS WEEK AT FEDERATED CHURCH 
Wednesday, December 25, Christmas Day 
1:00pm  46th Annual Christmas Dinner,  
       Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, December 26 
       NO Worship Service 
Friday, December 27 

6:00pm  Latino Prayer Service, EC6 

Saturday, December 28 No events scheduled 

Sunday, December 29 

10:00am  Worship Service, Sanctuary 

(Kevin Wagner preaching) 

Monday, December 30 

5:00pm  Special Olympics Practice, Gym 

7:00pm  Scouts Troop 212 Meeting, Fellowship 
Hall 

Tuesday, December 31, New Year’s Eve 

No Events scheduled 

All deposits to be in before Noon 

Wednesday, January 1, New Year’s Day 
Church office closed -- No Events scheduled 
Thursday, January 2 
6:30pm  Thursday Worship Service, Sanctuary 

       (Rev. Kenn Leischner preaching) 

Volunteer & Engagement Opportunities 
(if you would like more information, contact 
the person mentioned in the ad) 
 

NEEDED: Story Tellers for Children's Sermon  - 
please talk to Brenda Sand 
 

Open Prayer Times - second Tuesday of every 
month at 11:30am - please contact the Church 
Office or Barb Sanderson 
 

Lectionary Bible Studies - Tues. @1:00pm and 
Weds. @4:30pm - please contact the Pastor 
Edward  (NO Bible Studies on Christmas & 
New Year’s weeks; restart Jan. 7th & 8th) 
 

Meals on Wheels - Dec. 26, 27 - Cec 
Bartholomew coordinating 402-564-0264 

~Sunday Lunch Bunches~ 
Runza Funza - Meets each Sunday at Runza, 

contact Tim & Val Rathje or Max & Ashli Porter 
Batter Up - Meet at Super Buffet on January 12th,  
contact Bill & Jean Royer or Ben & Marilyn Vrana 

ABC - All ‘Bout Conversation - Meets January 5th at El 
Mezcal, contact Barb Olson or John & Nila Novotny 
**For more information, coordinators are listed. If 

you have a Small Group event coming up, make sure 
to contact the church office so we can add it here! 

Cookies ‘N More – Thank you for all your support to 
Cookies ‘N More.  This project brought in over $2,700 
in profit.  Please refer to the January newsletter for 
more details. 

No Education Hour on Dec. 29th & Jan. 5th. 
 

9:00 AM Education Hour for children, 
confirmands, youth and adults 

will resume on Jan. 12, 2020. 

2x4s Dinners Together 
Contact Nila Novotny at 402-910-4091 or at 
nilanovotny @neb.rr.com if you would like to 
participate in the upcoming 2020 “2x4s” Dinners 
Together.  Please refer to the January newsletter for 
more details. 

Tuesday Morning Book Discussion 
– The group is adding another book to their reading 
list! “Sapiens, A Brief History of Humankind” by Yuval 
Noah Harari is the next book to be reviewed. This 
group meets Tuesdays at 7am with coffee and a light 
breakfast. For more information, please refer to the 
January newsletter. 

Christmas Day 
46th Annual Community  
Christmas Dinner @ 1pm 
Volunteers are welcome  
and needed from 7am. 
 Office Closed Dec. 25th 



* As you are able in body or in spirit, please rise.  

Christmas Eve Communion and Candlelight Service 
 

We Prepare for God’s Word 

Prelude                                                         Jesu, Joy of Our Desire                                                                 J. S. Bach 
                                                                              Noel  X  Grand Jeu et Duo                                                               Daquin  

James Sharpe, Organ and Piano 
 

Brass Prelude                                          O Come Little Children                                                                                                                              
                                                                         It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

Quintet:  Bob Arp, Annette Griffith, Kathy Hash, Rex Hash, Dave Melick  
 

Welcome to Worship       (Please sign and pass Friendship Folders to your neighbors.) 
Lighting of Advent Candles                                                     Wolfe Family 
 

* Call to Worship                                                                         

One:   Glory to God in the highest, 
All:    and peace to God’s people on earth.  
One:   The grace of God has come to us;  
All:    Jesus Christ brings salvation to all.  
One:   Light shines on those who live in darkness,  
All:    for a child is born to us this night.  
  

* Opening Hymn No. 41                      O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession  
    God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness.                
We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be good. We have closed 
our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt, and renew our 
hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord.  
 

Declaration of God’s Forgiveness  
One:   Hear the promise of the Lord: See, our salvation has come! 
All:    We are a holy people, redeemed by God; sought out and not forsaken.  
One:   In the name of Jesus Christ,  
All:    we are forgiven! Amen. 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Lesson:         Gospel According to Luke 2 : 1 - 7                        Marcia Grant, Liturgist 

Hymn No. 25                       Away in a Manger 
 

Lesson:         Gospel According to Matthew 1 : 18 - 25 

Video:          “Christmas Scale” 

* Hymn No. 40                     Joy to the World 
 

Lesson:         Gospel According to Luke 1 : 26 - 38 
 

Choral Anthem                    The Babe of Bethlehem                     arr. Fettke 
Bob Arp, Director 

 

Christmas Message                                                Edward Yang, Pastor 

We Respond to God’s Word 
Moment for Silent Reflection 
 

* Responsive Hymn  (see attached music)         When Mary Hugged Her Newborn Son 
 



Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory                                         Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                                     J. Brahms 

* Prayer of Dedication 
One:   O God of all blessings, we give you our heartfelt thanks for all that you have given us 
All:     and ask that you accept the gifts we give back to you: our time, talent, and possessions.  
One:   Tonight we especially remember your extraordinary gift of yourself, Christ Jesus.  
All:     As you have shown mercy and love to us, grant that we may show the same to everyone 
      we meet. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.  
 

* Hymn No. 38                    It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (verses 1 & 3) 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Christmas Prayer of Thanksgiving & the Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Communion of God’s People (all are welcome to partake) 

Unison Prayer After Communion 
   God of grace and peace, as you have shared your life with us through the child in the manger and 
this simple meal together, let us share your life with others as the body of Christ in the world; through 
Jesus, bread of heaven. Amen.  

We Are Sent With God’s Word 
Lesson:          Gospel According to Matthew 2 : 4 - 6 
 

* Closing Hymn & Candle Lighting                    Silent Night, Holy Night      
(Candles are lighted as Silent Night is sung.) 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, Round yon virgin, mother and child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild. Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing: ‘Alleluia; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.’ 

 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light  Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 

Silent night, holy night, Wondrous star, lend thy light; With the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 

* Passing of the Peace 
One:    Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All:      Thanks be to God. 
One:    As Christ offers us peace and forgiveness, let us offer a sign of that peace to one another.  
       The peace of Christ be with you.  
All:      And also with you.  

All are invited to share a word and sign of peace. 

Postlude                                    Toccata (Symphony V)                                                          C. Widor 

(Please extinguish candles and place them in a basket near the exit.) 

* As you are able in body or in spirit, please rise.                                      CCLI License #1160936 





Bob & Wilma Arp 
 in honor of Louise Stopak and Jim Ball 
 
Donna Augspurger 
 in honor of Our Children and Grandchildren 
 
Rod & Georgia Behlen 
 in Memory of Jacob & Benjamin, And 
 Hugh & Dorothy Grosz, Gib & Irene Behlen 
 
Fred & Renee Bellum 
 in Memory of our Parents 
 
Chris & Gary Bock, Travis & Jolene Bock & Family, 
and Mike & Tiffany Smith & Family 
 in Memory of Eleanor Loshbaugh 
 
LaRene Busler, Brad & Donna, Greg & Sherry & Families 

 in Memory of Robert Busler 
 
Lloyd & Kay Castner 
 in Memory of our parents 
 
John & Katie Claus, 
 in Memory of Henry & Jesse Claus, 
 and Maurice & Ethyl Suhumskie 
 
John & Deb Curry & Family, 
 in Memory of J.R. Curry and Laura Andrews 
 
Chris & Lauretta Dixon 
 in Memory of our parents, and 
 in honor of our Children, Grandchildren &  
 Great-Grandchildren 
 
David & Rae Fulton, 
 In Honor of Our Parents, 
 Gertride & Wilson Fulton 
 and Raymond & Alvena Henry 
 
Bill Irby 
 in Memory of Carolyn Irby 
 and Cynthia Irby 
 
Jerry & Cyndi Jarecke 
 in Memory of Jim Uhlmann 
 
Sharon Kuncl 
 in Memory of Larry Kuncl; My Parents, 
 My Brother, Wayne, 
 and Nieces, Reva and Sharon Lee 
 
Steve & Sue McClure 
 in Honor of Our Family 
 
 

John & Linda McPhail 
 in Memory of Jack & Gay McPhail, 
 and Dr. Donald Jackson & Lillian Jackson 
 

The Miller Family 
 in Memory of Leon Miller 
 

Sherry Miller & Family 
 in Memory of Dr. Leon Miller, Harold &  
 Mildred Busch and Joe & Gladys Miller 
 

Jim & Kathy Morris 
 in Memory of Jim’s Parents, 
 R. Dean & Nelle Morris 
 and Kathy’s Father, E. Bruce Meier 
 

Mary and Paige Norton, and Brett & Kim Swierczek 
 in Memory of Spencer Norton, Ivan &  
 Theresa Schmid, Karen Cook,  
 and Cpt. Pete Philbrick 
 In Honor of our Military 
 

Kevin, Lisa, Celine and Elyena Perrin 
 in Memory of Kay Pfeiffer 
 

Jan Pickrel 
 in Memory of My Husband, Roger Pickrel 
 

Eileen Rosekrans, 
 in Memory of James C. Rosekrans 
 

Deanna Scheidegger, 
 in Memory of Sam Scheidegger 
 and our parents 
 

Judy Temme 
 in Memory of Dick Temme 
 

Bobbi Uhlmann & Family 
 in Memory of Jim Uhlmann 
 
Ben & Marilyn Vrana 
 in Memory of Our Parents 
 
Calvin & Alison Wagner 
 in Memory of our loved ones in Heaven 
 and in Celebration of the birth of Jesus! 
 
Drew & Kristi Wolfe & Family 
 in Memory Trish Wolfe  and Mary Parsons 
 
Ardell & Marcene Wurdeman, 
 In Memory of our parents and Grandchildren 
 In Honor of our Children and Grandchildren 
 
Gail Wurdeman 
 in Memory of My Parents,  
 Irene & Harold Wurdeman 

Christmas poinsettias given by... 


