
2704 15th St  •  PO Box 564  •  Columbus, Nebraska 68602-0564  •  Phone: 402-564-2812 
Email: fcstaff@federatedcolumbus.org  •  www.federatedcolumbus.org 

Friday, December 24, 2021, 
Candlelight, Communion and Choir Service 

Mission Statement: 
We are called to nurture a growing relationship with God  

by following the example of Jesus Christ. 

We are called Federated because on July 2, 1914, Columbus’ Congregational  
(now the United Church of Christ) and Presbyterian churches joined to serve as one congregation. 

 

Prayer requests can be shared with the Church Office (402) 564-2812 to initiate a Prayer Chain  
with the  Order of St. Andrew. The Prayer Chain is strictly confidential. 

 

If you missed worship last week, visit www.federatedcolumbus.org for videos of worship and 
bulletins, and on TV: Spectrum Channel 1304 (HD) 

Mondays 11:55am, Saturdays 11:55am and Sundays 7:55pm. 

 

In case of an emergency, pastor’s cell phone number is: Edward (402) 302-2812. 

Governing Council 2021 - Federated Church Elders 

Tim Warren, President 
 Wayne McCormick, Vice President 

Louise Moran, Secretary 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Gene Hahn John McClure Jesse Abrego 

Marv Zoucha Renee Norris Katie Claus 

Donna Augspurger Alison Wagner Mimi Ernst 

Donna 
Augspurger 

Robin Lehr 
Financial 

Administrators: 

Terry Norris Marv Zoucha Terry Millard 

Federated Church 

Federated Church Clergy and Staff 

Rev. Edward Yang, Ph.D., 
Acting Head of Staff &  

Associate Pastor for CYF 
edward@federatedcolumbus.org 

Brenda Sand, 
Christian Education Director 

brenda@federatedcolumbus.org 

Chrissy Ford, 
Office  Administrator 

cford@federatedcolumbus.org  

Kathy Zywiec, 
Office  Assistant 

kathy@federatedcolumbus.org  

Bob Arp, 
Chancel Choir Director 

Stuart Gausman, 
Bell Choir Director 

James Sharpe, 
Organist/Accompanist 

Lay Pastor Antonio Garcia, 
El Buen Pastor Fellowship 

Betty Garcia Lopez, Nursery Attendant 



THIS WEEK AT FEDERATED CHURCH 
Sunday, December 26th  
10:00am Sunday Worship Service, Sanctuary 
Monday, December 27th - Church Building Closed 
     No Bible Reading Sharing & Discussion 
7:00pm  Scouts Troop 212, Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday, December 28th  
     No Afternoon Bible Study 
7:00pm  Cub Scouts 279 Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, December 29th  
     No Evening Bible Study 
       No Events Scheduled 
Thursday, December 30th 
6:30pm  Thursday Worship Service, Sanctuary 
Friday, December 31st - New Year’s Eve 
       No Events Scheduled 
Saturday, January 1st - New Year’s Day 
       No Events Scheduled 
Sunday, January 2nd 
10:00am Sunday Worship Service, Sanctuary 
Monday, January 3rd - Church Building Closed 
       No Events Scheduled 

JOYS & CONCERNS 
 If you have any joys or concerns, please share with  

the congregation by informing the office. 
 

Pray for Rebecca Timperley who will undergo a 
leg amputation in January.  With a prosthetic, she 
is looking forward to relief from pain and 
resuming everyday activities. Pray also for God’s 
strength and peace for Paula as she takes care of 
Rebecca.   
Pray for Carol Bennett as she undergoes knee 
replacement surgery on Dec. 27th. 
  Pray for Leroy Kallweit as he undergoes testing 
for source of infection on Dec. 29th. 
  Pray for Bill Royer as he recovers from heart 
surgery and Jean as she cares for him while he 
heals. 
From Homestead Presbytery: Lincoln Westminster  
Prayers are appreciated for Westminster’s 
members and friends as we focus on gratitude in 
worship and in life. May we be a church that is 
faithful, hopeful, inclusive, and loving in 2022. 
Amen. 

Bible Reading Sharing & Discussion: 
there will be a monthly meeting to share 
insights and discuss questions related to 
each month's Bible reading. All are invited 
to the hybrid meeting (in-person and 
online via Zoom) which is tentatively 

scheduled for Monday, January 24th from 3:00pm - 
4:00pm, there is no meeting in December. If your are 
interested in joining this meeting but the time does 
not work well for you, please inform Pastor Edward.  

Calling all past and future singers!  
Choir rehearsals are scheduled Wednesday evenings, 
at 7:30 pm. They will be meeting the sanctuary for the 

time being.  Masks are optional but they will be 
observing social distancing.  

Please consider giving this fun group a try! 

The Pastor Nominating Committee conducted 
4 interviews either in person or electronically.  
On December 1, 2021 the PNC, by unanimous 
vote called the Rev. Dr. Edward Yang to be our 
Solo Pastor.  The PNC was overjoyed when 
Pastor Yang accepted our call which was 
announced to the congregation present and 
online at the Sunday service on December 19, 
2021. Presbytery Commission on Ministry and 
Congregational approvals are the next steps. 

 December 25th -  
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Community Christmas Dinner 

Cancelled 
 December 27th -  

Church Building Closed 
 December 30th & January 

2nd - Bob Arp Preaching 
 December 31st - End Of 

Year Deposits Due by 11am 

& Annual Committee & 

Staff Reports Due 

 January 3rd -  
Church Building Closed 

 January 9th - Installation 

and ordination of 2022 

Officers 
& Education Hour Resumes 



Welcome to Worship at Federated! 
Friday, December 24, 2021 

 

Hymns, Songs, Prayers, and liturgies in Bold are for the participation of the Congregation 
Prelude                         Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                                  Mark Hayes 
                                                             Jesu Bambino                                                                         Pietro Yon 
                                                                                  Noël X Grand Jeu, et duo                                      Louis-Claude Daquin 

James Sharpe, Organ/Piano 
                                                                                   Good King Wenceslas                                                        arr. McAllister 

Ensemble: Bob Arp, Dana Augspurger, Riley Gausman, Stuart Gausman, Parker Grant, Dave Melick 
Welcome and Announcements 
Video                                                                The Wrong Christmas Story                                                       Igniter Media 

Call to Worship  
One:   An unmarried teenage girl was invited - 
All:   to carry Christ into this world. 
One:  An ordinary carpenter was invited - 
All:     to be a father to a child unlike any other. 
One:  The shepherds were invited - 
All:   outcast and isolated, included at the manger. 
One:  The Magi were invited - 
All:   foreigners and seekers, included at the manger. 
One:  And if she was invited, and he was invited, and they were invited - 
All:   then we can trust that we too are invited. 
One:  This story is for us. 
All:   This love is for us. 
One:  Family of faith, this is our invitation. Welcome home. 
All:   Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles                                                                                                                  Meyer Family  
 

*Opening Hymn #31                 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

Call to Confession 
     Every Sunday we pray a prayer of confession together. As a kid, I used to think that this was a 
time to air out all the things I did wrong - all the reasons I was a bad person. However, as I have grown, I 
have realized - that’s not what this is. Instead, this is a small moment for all of us to pause and recognize 
that we aren’t perfect, we are still works in progress, and we want God’s help to grow. How powerful is 
that? Where else in the world does a group of people gather every week and say out loud: “I’m sorry. I 
want to grow. Help me get there.” So tonight as we pray, remember how powerful this is. This is one 
small way we accept God’s invitation to deeper faith and life-changing love. Let us pray together now... 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession 
     Holy God, You throw open the door and invite us into relationship, day in and day out. However, 
instead of running toward you, we dip our toes in the water of this faith. We hold our breath. We play 
it safe. We struggle to believe that a love so unfettered, so unfiltered, could be for us. As a result, we 
often deny this worth for ourselves and others. Forgive us for ignoring your invitation to be the 
people you call us to be. Forgive us for the ways in which we hold back from deeper connection to you 
or withhold your radical love from others. Open our ears to not only hear your invitation, but to trust 
that this good news exists even for us. Gratefully we pray, amen. 

*As you are able, please rise in body or in spirit.                              One License #711910-A         CCLI License #1160936 & 20180420 



 

Moment for Silent Prayer 
Words of Forgiveness  
One:  Family of faith, even when we fail to trust God’s love, and even when we fail to love others as we  
     should, God still loves us. That door never closes. So hear and believe this good news: 
All:   God invites us into a life of faith. God loves us through every season of life. God forgives 
     us when we lose our way and invites us deeper every step of the way. We are loved, 
     invited, claimed, celebrated, and forgiven. Thanks be to God!   
Passing the Peace 
One:  In Jesus Christ, we know God’s forgiveness and peace. Peace of Christ be with you. 
All:   Also with you. 
One:  Let us share that peace with one another. 

Listening for God’s Word 
Prayer for Illumination                                                    Marilyn Vrana, Liturgist 
Scripture Reading 
        Isaiah 9 : 2 - 7                                                                                                                        Pew Bible, OT, page 638 

Gospel According to Luke 2 : 1 - 14                                                                                   Pew Bible, NT, page 58 
One:  This is the Word of God for the people of God.  
All:    Thanks be to God! 

Choral Anthem                                                   Carol of the Drum                                                      Katherine Davis 

Chancel Choir; Bob Arp, Director 
Sermon                                                                       Messy Christmas                                            Edward Yang, Pastor 

Responding to God’s Word 
* Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed                                        Brenda Sand, Christian Education Director 

We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

Invitation to the table 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer  
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 

Words of Institution 
 

*As you are able, please rise in body or in spirit.                              One License #711910-A         CCLI License #1160936 & 20180420 



Communion of God’s People 
 

Unison Prayer After Communion 
     Bread of heaven, let us not be unchanged by tonight. Let us not pass by the manger in silence; 
let us not leave the table empty. Dwell in our hearts, and shine in our lives, that we might know your 
deep, deep peace, and share it with the world. Fill us with your love, that we might walk hand in hand 
with you all our days. We pray in the holy name of the Christ-child, born for us this night. Amen.  
 

Invitation to the Offering 
Offertory                                                                     The First Noel                                                                      arr. McAllister 

Financial gifts can be dropped off in the contribution box, located at the entrance of the Sanctuary.  
 

Doxology                                     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

*Unison Prayer of Dedication 
     Gracious God, your story is one that forever invites us to be our full selves, to take up space, to 
go where we feel called, and to allow this community to feel like home. So use these gifts to keep 
building your home here. With gratitude as tall as the ceiling, we pray. Amen. 
*Closing Hymn #60                         Silent Night 

Lights will be dimmed during the singing of Silent Night  

*Benediction 
Postlude                                                                    Adeste Fideles                                                     arr.Urwin/Wilcocks  
 

Christmas poinsettias given by... 
Jesse & Marilyn Abrego 
 in memory of Matthew VanDeWalle 
 

Donna Augspurger 
 in memory of Roger Augspurger 
 in honor of Our Children and Grandchildren 
Clete & Sheila Arasmith 
 in memory of Our Loved Ones 
 

Bob & Wilma Arp 
 in honor of Delores Arp and Roma Kudera 
 

Mike & Sharyn Beard 
 in memory of Our Parents 
 

Rod & Georgia Behlen 
 in memory of Jacob & Ben Behlen and 
 Hugh & Dorothy Grosz and Gib & Irene Behlen 
 

Fred & Renee Bellum 
 in honor of Pastor Edward, Sunnie & Family 
 

Chris & Gary Bock, Travis & Jolene Bock & Family, 
and Mike & Tiffany Smith & Family 
 in memory of Eleanor Loshbaugh 
 

Carol Bottum 
 in memory of Duane Suess 
 

John & Katie Claus 
 in memory of Henry & Jesse Claus, 
 and Maurice & Ethyl Suhumskie 
 

John & Deb Curry 
 in memory of J.R. Curry  
 in honor of Regg & Carolyn Bosh Family, 
 Tyler Curry, Ricky & Heather Rohaus 

1st Quarter 2022 These Days Now 

Available in Office & Narthex 



 

Chris & Lauretta Dixon 
 in memory of Our Parents 
 in honor of Children, Grandchildren  
 and Great-Grandchildren 
 

David & Rae Fulton 
 in honor of our children & grandchildren 
 

The Garcia Family 
 

Jerry & Cyndi Jarecke 
 in memory of Jim Uhlmann 
 

Sharon Kuncl 
 in memory of Larry Kuncl, Ted & Mildred Gerdes, 
 Wayne, Sandy, Reva & Sharon Lee Gerdes 
 

Ron & Charlotte Lambert 
 in memory of Our Daughter, Kristie Kay Lambert 
 

Clark & Robin Lehr 
 in memory of Ann Love 
 

John & Kathleen Lohr 
 in memory of Loretta & Bus Lohr 
 

Steve & Sue McClure 
 in memory of Our Parents,  
 Gerald & Ruth McClure 
 and  H.G. & Doris Crecelius 
 

John & Linda McPhail 
 in memory of Dr. Donald & Lillian Jackson 
 and Jack & Gay McPhail 
 

Byron Meyer Family (Byron, Peg, Shaylynn, 
Kaitlynn) 
 in memory of Grandma & Grandpa Meyer 
 and Grandma & Grandpa Bush 
 

The Miller Family: Sherry Miller,  
Jill Miller Family, Matt Miller Family,  
Carrie Schacht Family and Connie Miller Family 
 in memory of Dr. Leon Miller,  
 Harold & Mildred Busch and Joe & Gladys Miller 
 

The Miller Family: Jill Miller Family,  
Matt Miller Family, Carrie Schacht Family 
and Connie Miller Family 
 in honor of Sherry Miller 
 

John & Nila Novotny 
 in memory of Gene & Marie Novotny 
 and Jack Moore 

 

Ervin & Karen Paben 
 in memory of Our Parents 
 

Perrin Family & Rick Pfeiffer 
 in memory of Kay Pfeiffer 
 

John & Marilyn Petersen 
 in memory of Our Parents 
 

Jan Pickrel 
 in memory of My Husband, Roger Pickrel 
 

Rick & Laura Porter 
 in memory of Richard & Benita Lambert and  
 Pat & Rosean Porter 
 

Bill & Jean Royer 
 in memory of Our Parents  
 and Bill’s Oldest Daughter 
 

Deanna Scheidegger 
 in memory of Sam Scheidegger 
 and family who have passed 
 

Clint & Kelli Scheffler & Family 
 in memory of Kelli’s Mom, Janice Meyer 
 in memory of Clint’s Dad, Aaron Scheffler 
 

Kathy Senior 
 in memory of Mike Senior 
 

Harold & Rogalyn Stevens 
 in memory of Our Parents, Roy & Virginia Russell 
 and Burt & Mazie Stevens 
 

Bobbie Uhlmann 
 in memory of Jim Uhlmann 
 

Ben & Marilyn Vrana 
 in memory of Our Parents and Sisters 
 

Rod & Cindee Wachter 
 in memory of Our Parents, M. D. & Sandee Linde 
 and Willis & Verona Wachter 
 

Calvin & Alison Wagner 
 in memory of Our Parents & Dear Friends who are  
  celebrating our Savior's birth in heaven!!  
 Happy Birthday Jesus! 
 

Kathy Zywiec 
 in memory of Sister, Debbie Adams 
 in honor of Our Office Staff 

Christmas poinsettias given by... 


