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Sunday, November 30, 2025
First Sunday of Advent

Mission Statement:
We are called to nurture a growing relationship with God
by following the example of Jesus Christ.

We are called Federated because on July 2, 1914, Columbus’ Congregational
(now the United Church of Christ) and Presbyterian churches joined to serve as one congregation.

Prayer requests can be shared with the Church Office 402-564-2812 to initiate a Prayer Chain
with the Order of St. Andrew. The Prayer Chain is strictly confidential.

If you missed worship last week, visit www.federatedcolumbus.org for videos of worship and bulletins.
In case of an emergency, Edward’s cell phone number: 402-302-2812.
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Welcome to Worship at Federated!
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 30, 2025
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Hymns, Songs, Prayers, and liturgies in Bold are for the participation of the Congregation

PRELUDE Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence ARR. HAYES
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus ARR. TAYLOR
O Come, O Come Emmanuel ARR. CALHOUN

Amanda Weeder, Piano
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
* CALL TO WORSHIP Sanctified Art
One: On Sundays and Mondays,
All:  on good days and bad days,
One: early in the morning and very late at night,

All:  here in this room, and out in the world, God, we long for you to break in.
One: Meet us in this space.

All:  Surprise us with your presence.

One: Fill this room with your good news.

All:  With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen!

* OPENING HYMN # 2 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION

One: Friends, if you long to feel closer to God, then the Prayer of Confession is a step in the right
direction. For in the Prayer of Confession, we lay our hearts before God. We pour out the truth of
our lives. We do not hide anything from our Creator, and in that simple act, God somehow always
feels closer. So join me in this prayer. Join me as we invite God to draw closer, to break in here.

All:  Ever-present God, we long to feel you close. We long to feel your presence in our lives. We long
for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this world. However, if we’re honest, we
rarely stand still long enough to feel you in our midst. Forgive our rushing and distractions.
Forgive our wandering hearts, and center us in this space. Remind us that even in the time of
Herod, even on the longest nights, you are always there. Amen.

* MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER

* DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

One: Family of faith, even when we doubt God’s presence, even when we fail to notice God’s
fingerprints in this world, God is always moving closer to us. Hear and believe the good news this
Advent season:

All:  Nothing can keep God’s love away. We are seen. We are forgiven. We are not alone. Amen.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: Christ’s love has no limits. It is given to all so we can be united as one in the body of Christ.
May the peace of Christ be with you.

All:  And also with you.

One: Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.

* HYMN STF # 2036 Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart

CHILDREN’S SERMON Edward Yang

*As you are able, please rise in body or in spirit. One License #711910-A  CCLI License #1160936 & 20180420



CHORAL ANTHEM An Advent Invitation WILLIAMS/NOLAN
Chancel Choir; Stuart Gausman, Director; Amanda Weeder, Accompanist

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Katie Claus, Liturgist
SCRIPTURE READING
Lamentations 3:55-57 Pew Bible, OT, page 767
Gospel According to Luke1:5-13 Pew Bible, NT, page 56

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God,
All: Thanks be to God!

SERMON Edward Yang, Pastor
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH - “How Can It Be” by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
How can it be, that the wicked ones prosper?
How can it be, that the greedy ones thrive?
How can it be, that oppression and anger
Hold such control, while the poor just survive?
Old ways of selfishness, old ways of sinning,
Old ways of apathy seem to go on.
Old angry patterns still seem to be winning,
Old fears and prejudice shadow the dawn.
Prophets proclaim it in times of despairing,
Pushing toward justice while others destroy.
Precious the gift! And it's ours for the sharing!
Precious is Christ, who brings hope, giving joy.
Evil may prosper, but God's love is stronger.
Everyone, some day, will know this is true:
Envy and strife will not win any longer.
Eternal God, all our hope is in you!
Though hope is hidden now, God changes nations.
God brings the powerful down to their knees.
God sets a table of great celebration.
God sent us Jesus who welcomes and frees. Amen.

* RESPONSIVE HYMN In the Time of Herod (see bulletin insert for words and music)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  (Contributions can be placed in box/plate by sanctuary entrance)
* DOXOLOGY Roger Lynn
Praise God for gifts of hope and peace
Praise God for gifts of joy and love
Praise God for sending Christ to dwell
On earth for us - Emmanuel. Amen.

*As you are able, please rise in body or in spirit. One License #711910-A  CCLI License #1160936 & 20180420



* UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION (based on the Liturgy of St. Mark, 2nd century)
Almighty God, bless your people. Give us your peace, your help, and your love, for we are the
sheep of your pasture. Let us be united in your peace - one in the Body, one in the Spirit, and
one in the hope of our calling, all through the gift of your endless grace. Amen.

* CLOSING HYMN # 420
* BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Good King Wenceslas

God of Grace and God of Glory (verses 1,2 & 5)

ARR. TAYLOR

November 30 - Café LaFed is hosted by the Endowment Committee
December 7 - Café LaFed is hosted by the Social Concerns & Missions Committee

THIS WEEK AT FEDERATED CHURCH
Sunday, November 30, 2025
10:00am Worship Service, Sanctuary
Monday, December 1, 2025
1:00pm  Lectionary Bible Study, AD2
7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 212 Meeting, FH
Tuesday, December 2, 2025

11:30am  Staff Meeting

1:30pm  Cries of the Spirit, Library

5:30pm  Consonaires Rehearsal, Choir room
5:30pm  Girl Scout Play Practice, FH

6:30pm Christian Education Committee Meeting
7:15pm  Worship & Music Committee Meeting

Wednesday, December 3, 2025

4:30pm Lectionary Bible Study, Online
6:30pm Puppeteers Rehearsal, EC1, EC10, nursery
6:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
7:30pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir room
Thursday, December 4, 2025

12:30pm The Basket Cases Craft Group, EC8
6:30pm Worship Service, Sanctuary

Friday, December 5, 2025

6:00pm El Buen Prayer Service, EC6
Saturday, December 6, 2025

No Scheduled Events

Sunday, December 7, 2025

8:45am  SALT - Adult Education Class, EC4
9:00am Education Hour, EC rooms

10:00am Worship Service, Sanctuary

11:00am  Girl Scout year end pizza party, FH
4:00pm Fed@Fed

Advent devotions will begin November 30th. Hard
copies will be available in the office and Narthex,
digital copies can be emailed upon request.

¢+ Homestead Presbytery: Beatrice

First Presbyterian Church of Beatrice continues to
follow its call as a Matthew 25 Church. Members
continue to stock a Little Pantry located on its lawn on a
daily basis, deliver bed 98 for Sweet Dreams Bed
Ministry, and serve 140 meals every other month at
Warren's Table. The congregation is also co-hosting a
Nativity Display at the Beatrice Public Library as a part
of a newly formed Art & Faith community group. Each
Sunday when members leave church they pass under a
banner which reads, "The Worship is Over, Now the
Service Begins." Members take this seriously
throughout the week.

UCC Living Waters Association: Columbus St. Luke’s
UCC (Columbus, NE 68601)

JOYS & CONCERNS
If you have any joys or concerns, please share with
the congregation by informing the office.
¢ Pray for Brenda Berry as she recovers from surgery.
¢ Pray for Kathy Leischner, she is having knee
replacement surgery.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

November 27 - Thanksgiving,
Church service cancelled

November 27/28 - Church Office Closed
November 30 - 1st Sunday of Advent
December 4 & 7 - Wholeness & Healing, Communion,
Hymn Sing
December 11 - Blue Christmas
December 13 - Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
December 14 - Children’s Pageant
December 18 & 21- Lessons & Carols
December 24 - 5 pm and 8 pm services
December 25- Merry Christmas everyone!
Christmas Meal, office is closed

*As you are able, please rise in body or in spirit.
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Words by Anna Strickland, 2025

In the Time of Herod

CRANHAM 11.11.11.11

Music by Gustav Holst, 1906
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In the time of Her - od, fear had ta - ken hold
Thick as fog the fear grew, slow - ly creep-ing in
Pierc-ing through the stra - tus comes the an - gels' song
In the time of Her - od, fear has ta- ken hold
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Hope was bur - ied deep and hid - den, rare as gold
Day by day the peo-ple bent and drew with - in
"Do not fear!"rings hol - low whenwe've feared so long
Still we share a long - ing for a glimpse of hope
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Or - di - na-ry peo- ple dared not speak a - loud
With the clouds so hea - vy, who could see the stars?
Still in the re-cess - es of our wea-ry souls
Or - di - na-ry peo- ple shout the truth we trust:
13
0
N |
¥ i s o o 1
9, r
Dreams of the Mes -si - ah break-ingthrough the clouds

Hope - less-ness had trapped them, strong as pris - on bars
Some - thing is a -wak - ened— could it be our hope?
God will stop at no - thing to be here with us

© Anna Strickland, 2025. Commissioned by A Sanctified Art, LLC.



Advent & Christmas Poinsettias |

Name:

Poinsettia Color

Red

Qty

Price
($12.00 each)

Amount

Pink

White

Tatal:

Poinsettias are given to God’s glory, and may also be designated
as a memorial and/or given in honor of special persons.

To God's glory and in Memory of:

To God's glory and in Honor of:



