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Thursday, December 4 & Sunday, December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent; Wholeness & Healing, Communion, Hymn Sing
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Mission Statement:
We are called to nurture a growing relationship with God
by following the example of Jesus Christ.

We are called Federated because on July 2, 1914, Columbus’ Congregational
(now the United Church of Christ) and Presbyterian churches joined to serve as one congregation.

Prayer requests can be shared with the Church Office 402-564-2812 to initiate a Prayer Chain
with the Order of St. Andrew. The Prayer Chain is strictly confidential.

If you missed worship last week, visit www.federatedcolumbus.org for videos of worship and bulletins.
In case of an emergency, Edward’s cell phone number: 402-302-2812.

Governing Council - Federated Church Elders Federated Church Clergy and Staff
Georgia Behlen, President
Rev. Edward Yang, Ph.D.
Bob Arp, Vice President Pastor/Head of%i’caﬁ‘ _ Stuart Gausman
Barb Sanderson, Secretary edward@federatedcolumbus.org Director of Music Ministry
Class of 202 Class of 2026 Class of 202 Brenda Sand Lee Augustin
Pat Anderson Nila Novotn Terry Norris Christian Education Director iant
y Y brenda@federatedcolumbus.org Pianist
John Lohr Max Porter Linda Wheatley
Brenda Sand Marilyn Vrana Kathy Zywiec
Co-office Administrator, AmAanda Weg;:ler
Order of St. Andrew - Federated Church Deacons Social Media Coordinator ccompanis
Kathy Leischner Tammi Gotschall Peg Meyer
Barb Olson Steve McClure Joe Chin Antoneea Kriewald Lay Pastor Antonio Garcia
Co-office Administrator El Buen Pastor Fellowship
Lori Rine Jesse Abrego Brenda Wardman
Andree & Terry Hoeman, Co-Historians Deb Gaeth
Y ‘ MaEIESBtggiTnann Anjel Garcia Lopez
Bill Royer, Head Usher Nursery Attendants
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Welcome to Worship at Federated!
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4 & SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT; WHOLENESS & HEALING, COMMUNION, HYMN SING
Hymns, Songs, Prayers, and liturgies in Bold are for the participation of the Congregation

PRELUDE In the Bleak Midwinter ENGLISH CAROL
Stil, Still, Still AUSTRIAN CAROL
O Christmas Tree GERMAN CAROL

Lee Augustin, Piano

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

* CALL TO WORSHIP Sanctified Art

One: Family of faith, God is at work!

All:  God is healing and creating,

One: redeeming and dreaming,

All:  calling and sending,

One: listening and loving.

All:  Yes, indeed, God is at work!

One: So may we worship our God who never gives up.

All:  May we worship our God who holds onto hope. Amen.

* HYMN SING

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION

One: Near the end of his ministry, John the Baptist reached out to Jesus with a heart full of anxiety.
John was in jail. He knew he might not get out, so he asked Jesus, “Did | make a mistake? Am |
making a difference here? Or did | get it all wrong?” Like John, let us be fully honest with Jesus
about our innermost thoughts. We can pour our heart out to God because God always meets us
with grace, tenderness, and mercy. So friends, let us go to God in prayer. Let us be honest, just
like John the Baptist. Let us pray.

All:  On-the-move God, we have every reason to hold onto hope. We have every reason to believe
that spring will come, that flowers will bloom, that the sun will rise. And yet, too often hope
slips through our fingers. With anxious hearts we cry out to you, “Will change ever come? Will
things ever get better? Will | ever make a difference?’ Soothe our wandering hearts and show
us the places where the sun is shining. Show us the places where you are on the move.

With open hearts we pray, amen.

* MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER

* DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

One: Family of faith, in our honesty,

All:  we are heard.

One: Inour worries,

All:  we are held.

One: In our failings,

All:  we are forgiven.

One: Inour fear,

All:  we are not alone.

One: Friends, this is the good news of the gospel!

All:  When we’re running out of hope, God is still at work.

One: Thanks be to God!
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All:  Amen.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.
May the peace of Christ be always with you.

All:  And also with you.

One: You are invited to share Christ’s peace with one another.

* HYMN # 37 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (verse 1)

CHILDREN’S SERMON Brenda Sand, Christian Education Director
SPECIAL MuUSIC What Child Is This? ARR. CHILDERS
Stuart and Kristen Gausman, Handbells; Lee Augustin, Piano
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Sue McClure, Liturgist

SCRIPTURE READING
Isaiah 43 :19 - 21 Pew Bible, OT, pages 672 & 673
Gospel according to Matthew 11:1-11 Pew Bible, NT, page 11

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God,
All: Thanks be to God!
SERMON Edward Yang, Pastor
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH - “What Do You Fear”
We have seen the valley. We have seen a sky without stars.
We have seen the longest night, and still we believe.
We believe in a with-us God. We believe in the hope of tomorrow.
We believe that good news is louder than fear. We believe this good news is for all people.
So even when our knees shake, even when our voice trembles,
even when fear is all around us, we will hold onto that good news.
We will reach for each other. We will look for God in our midst.
We will sing songs of joy. We will proclaim:
Unto us, love is born. We have seen the longest night,
and we have seen unimaginable love. So still, we believe. Amen.

* RESPONSIVE HYMN  Looking Out a Prison Window (see bulletin insert for words and music)

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Loving God, in a world racked with fear, you gather us together. You set the table. You meet us
here. You nourish our bodies as you nourish our spirits. You remind us that this is a joyful feast,
and that fear cannot win every time. So with renewed courage, with renewed hope, with
renewed conviction, send us out into the world. Help us to feed others as you have fed us. With
gratitude we pray, amen.

SERVICE OF WHOLENESS & HEALING Book of Worship (UCC)
THANKSGIVING OVER OIL
INVITATION TO ANOINTING
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ACT OF ANOINTING
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
* DOXOLOGY

(Contributions can be placed in box/plate by sanctuary entrance)
Roger Lynn
Praise God for gifts of hope and peace, Praise God for gifts of joy and love
Praise God for sending Christ to dwell, On earth for us - Emmanuel. Amen.
* UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION (based on the Liturgy of St. Mark, 2nd century)
Almighty God, bless your people. Give us your peace, your help, and your love, for we are the
sheep of your pasture. Let us be united in your peace - one in the Body, one in the Spirit, and
one in the hope of our calling, all through the gift of your endless grace. Amen.
* CLOSING HYMN # 38 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (verses 1 & 4)
* BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Deck the Halls WELSH CAROL
December 7 - Café LaFed is hosted by the Social Concerns & Mlssions Committee
December 14 - Café LaFed is hosted by the Christian Education Committee

THIS WEEK AT FEDERATED CHURCH ¢+ Homestead Presbytery: Cedar Bluffs
Sunday, December 7, 2025 Prayers are requested for the well being and prosperity
8:45am  SALT Adult Education Class, EC4 & EC5 of the Cedar Bluffs congregation. May they continue to
9:00am  Education Hour, EC rooms grow as a caring and nurturing Christian community, as

10:00am Worship Service, Sanctuary well as individuals, focusing on prayer, Bible study and
11:00am GSA Annual Year End Pizza Party, FH worship.

11:15am  Endowment Meeting

Monday, December 8, 2025

1:00pm Lectionary Bible Study, AD2
5:00pm Special Olympics Basketball, Gym
7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 212 Meeting, FH

UCC Living Waters Association: Creighton Faith United
Creighton UMC/UCC (Creighton, NE 68729)

Tuesday, December 9, 2025
11:30am  Staff Meeting
5:30pm  Girl Scout Play Practice, FH

Advent devotions are available in the office and
Narthex, digital copies can be emailed upon request.

Wednesday, December 10, 2025

9:00am Circle 4 meeting at Regina’s

then to Church Library after meal
4:30pm Lectionary Bible Study, Online
6:30pm Puppeteers Rehearsal, EC1, EC10, nursery
6:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
7:30pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir room

Many thanks to Elsie Ita and Louise Moran for the
donation of the two beautiful quilts they made to
raffle off for Cookies 'N More. The quilts generated
lots of interest and ticket sales. Congratulations to
the winners--Val Rathje and Robin Lehr!

Thursday, December 11, 2025

12:30pm The Basket Cases Craft Group, EC8
6:30pm Worship Service, Sanctuary

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Friday, December 12, 2025

5:30pm  Boy Scout #212 Lock In, gym, FH
6:00pm El Buen Prayer Service, EC6
Saturday, December 13, 2025

8:30am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, FH
Sunday, December 14, 2025

8:45am  SALT - Adult Education Class, EC4
9:00am Education Hour, EC rooms
10:00am Worship Service, Sanctuary
4:00pm Fed@Fed

*As you are able, please rise in body or in spirit.

December 11 - Blue Christmas
December 13 - Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
December 14 - Children’s Pageant
December 18 & 21 - Lessons & Carols
December 24 - 5 pm and 8 pm services
December 25- Merry Christmas everyone!
Christmas Dinner, office is closed
December 31 @ 12 Noon - deadline for 2025
contributions

One License #711910-A

CCLI License #1160936 & 20180420
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/ The Second Sunday of Advent | \X/ha\t Ao YOou fear?
WHEN WE'RE RUNNING OUT OF HOPE, GOD IS AT WORK

[Looking Out & Prison Window

IRBY 8.7.8.7.7.7
Words by Anna Strickland, 2025 Music by Henry Gauntlett, 1849
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Look - ing out a pri - son win-dow, who «can see the flow - ers bloom?
All the things that keep us cap - tive shrink our op - ti - mis - tic faith
To our sib - lings still im - pris-oned be - hind Dbars of steel or fear
We are called to li - ber - a - tion, to be freed and to set free
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Hope dis - solves like dreams at y - break leav - ing us an emp -ty room
We must prac tice hope on pur - pose e - ven when our spi - rits break
Bring the mes sage from our Sav - ior: hope s real and dawn -ing near
Break - ing chains world - ly pow - ers who would claim our li - ber -ty
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Still be - yond what we can see God is al - ways plant - ing seeds
"Til at last our free - dom comes And we fin - ally see the sun
Tell the gos - pel all a - round New life springs up from the ground
Bo dy, spi rit, mind and heart Li - ber - ate each cap - tive part
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©Anna Strickland, 2025. Commissioned by A Sanctified Art, LLC.
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Advent & Christmas Poinsettias

Name:
Poinsettia Color Qty ($12F.>6i(§:200h) Amount
Red
Pink
White
Total:

Poinsettias are given to God’s glory, and may also be designated
as a memorial and/or given in honor of special persons.

To God's glory and in Memory of:

To God's glory and in Honor of:

Please return this form and payment to church office by December 14th.
Make checks payable to Federated Church.
Please note Poinsettia’ on the memo line.
Plants purchased elsewhere are welcome.
Please label it with your name if you wish to collect it after the service.
~ All plants left after service will be donated to local retirement homes.
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