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Mission Statement:
We are called to nurture a growing relationship with God
by following the example of Jesus Christ.

We are called Federated because on July 2, 1914, Columbus’ Congregational
(now the United Church of Christ) and Presbyterian churches joined to serve as one congregation.

Prayer requests can be shared with the Church Office 402-564-2812 to initiate a Prayer Chain
with the Order of St. Andrew. The Prayer Chain is strictly confidential.

If you missed worship last week, visit www.federatedcolumbus.org for videos of worship and bulletins.
In case of an emergency, Edward’s cell phone number: 402-302-2812.

Governing Council - Federated Church Elders Federated Church Clergy and Staff
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Rev. Edward Yang, Ph.D.
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Class of 202 Class of 2026 Class of 202 Brenda Sand Lee Augustin
Pat Anderson Nila Novotn Terry Norris Christian Education Director iant
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John Lohr Max Porter Linda Wheatley
Brenda Sand Marilyn Vrana Kathy Zywiec
Co-office Administrator, AmAanda Weg;:ler
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Welcome to Worship at Federated!
SUNDAY DECEMBER 14, 2025
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT; CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Hymns, Songs, Prayers, and liturgies in Bold are for the participation of the Congregation

PRELUDE Some Children See Him ARR. TAYLOR
Away in a Manger ARR. HAYES
Star Medley ARR. HAM

Amanda Weeder, Piano
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
* CALL TO WORSHIP Sanctified Art
One: Jeremiah said, “l am only a boy.”
All:  Moses said, “Who am I to do this work?”’
One: Mary said, “How can this be?”
All:  We often say, “But God, | am afraid.”
One: Even when we are afraid, God invites us closer.
All:  So may we trust the Inviter.
One: May we heed God’s invitation.
All:  May we summon our courage and sing God’s praise.
One: Let us worship our courageous, inviting, calling God. Amen!

* OPENING HYMN # 9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION

One: Friends, oftenin life, when we make mistakes, we want to keep those mistakes to ourselves. We
don’t want to advertise our blunders. We don’t want to highlight our failings. We can be tempted
to brush those things under the rug and move on. But when it comes to God, there is nothing we
need to brush under the rug. God welcomes and loves our full, honest, messy selves—blunders
and all. So let us go before God in prayer, trusting that there is nothing we need to hide from our
Creator. Let us pray.

All:  Courageous God, you invite us to live into our call. You invite us to act, to serve, and to trust.
Instead of responding with a resounding “yes,” we often hide our face. We dig our heels in. We
look for someone else to volunteer. Spark courage in us. Remind us that every person is capable
of making a difference. Remind us that even when we’re scared, we are not alone. You invite us
forward. With baby steps we hope, we pray, amen.

* MOMENT FOR SILENT PRAYER

* DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

One: Family of faith, no matter where your path has led you in the past, today is a new day.
So join me in declaring this good news:

All:  We are known. We are forgiven! We are sent to serve.
May we step forward in faith, always moving closer to God’s call. Amen.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.
May the peace of Christ be always with you.

All:  And also with you.

One: You are invited to share Christ’s peace with one another.

* HYMN # 37 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (verse 1)

*As you are able, please rise in body or in spirit. One License #711910-A  CCLI License #1160936 & 20180420



CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT Brenda Sand, Christian Education Director
Finding Christmas - Under the Sea
Clownfish: Emma McHugh & Ellie Porter
Angelfish: Hadley McHugh
Octopus: Hadley McHugh & Cara Porter
Crabs: Hudson Luedtke & Theo Weeder
Shark: Ellie Porter
Sea Turtles: Annabelle Bender, Myla Bender & Meredith Gaeth
Jellyfish: Kai Norton-Taylor
Jellyfish Choir: Austyn Bender, Jace Bender, Jude Graybill, Violet Graybill, Bennett Hast, Raeya Hast,
Cooper Luedtke, Madden Luedtke & Lainey McHugh
Narrators: Tessa Miller & Meg Weeder
Directors: Megan McHugh, Nicole Miller & Ashli Porter
Children's Choir Director: Stuart Gausman
Costumes: Brenda Sand & Kathy Zywiec
Sound: Tim Rathje

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Marilyn Abrego, Liturgist
SCRIPTURE READING
Gospel According to Luke 1:26 -39 Pew Bible, NT, page 56 - 57

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God,
All: Thanks be to God!
HomILY Edward Yang, Pastor
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH - “l Believe” by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
| believe in God the Father, the Almighty God above,
Maker of the earth and heaven which were formed in God's great love.
And in Jesus, loving Jesus, God's own Son, who makes us new.
This, the creed of generations, is the faith for our church, too.
Jesus, by God's Holy Spirit, was so wondrously conceived,
Born unto the Virgin Mary, who your promises believed.
Jesus suffering under Pilate, on a cross was crucified.
Soldiers mocked him, friends denied him; he hung there until he died.
So it was, our Lord was buried, in a borrowed tomb he lay.
To the dead he then descended, where was joy on earth that day?
There is more to God's great story: In three days he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and he sits at God's right hand.
| believe what God has promised: Christ will come as he has said.
He will judge the nations' peoples, both the living and the dead.
I believe God's Holy Spirit makes the church one family.
We're surrounded by God's people, saints who in our Lord believe.
| believe that God forgives us for the times we turn away,
And that God will raise our bodies on that resurrection day.
We rejoice we'll live forever, singing praise to God's great name.
This, the creed of generations, is the faith that we proclaim. Amen.

* RESPONSIVE HYMN O Come, Take Heart (see bulletin insert for words and music)
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

*As you are able, please rise in body or in spirit. One License #711910-A  CCLI License #1160936 & 20180420



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  (Contributions can be placed in box/plate by sanctuary entrance)
* DOXOLOGY ROGER LYNN
Praise God for gifts of hope and peace
Praise God for gifts of joy and love
Praise God for sending Christ to dwell
On earth for us - Emmanuel. Amen.
* UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION (based on the Liturgy of St. Mark, 2nd century)
Almighty God, bless your people. Give us your peace, your help, and your love, for we are the
sheep of your pasture. Let us be united in your peace - one in the Body, one in the Spirit, and
one in the hope of our calling, all through the gift of your endless grace. Amen.

* CLOSING HYMN # 31
* BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (verses 1 & 3)

The Little Drummer Boy ARR. HAYES

December 14 - Café LaFed is hosted by the Christian

THIS WEEK AT FEDERATED CHURCH Education Committee

Sunday, December 14, 2025 . .
8:45am  SALT - Adult Education Class, EC4 December 21 - Café LaFed is hosted by the Chancel

9:00am Education Hour, EC rooms Choir
10:00am Worship Service, Sanctuary ¢+ Homestead Presbytery: Clarkson New Zion
11:00 am Sunday Funday Prayers are requested for the well being and prosperity

Monday, December 15, 2025
1:00pm Lectionary Bible Study, AD2
5:00pm Special Olympics, Gym
7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 212 Meeting, FH
7:00pm Circle 4, EC8
Tuesday, December 16, 2025
11:30am  Staff Meeting
2:30pm  Caregiver Support Group, AD1
Wednesday, December 17, 2025
4:30pm Lectionary Bible Study, Online
6:30pm Puppeteers Rehearsal, EC1, EC10, nursery
6:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
7:30pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir room
Thursday, December 18, 2025
6:30pm Worship Service, Sanctuary
Friday, December 19, 2025
6:00pm El Buen Prayer Service, EC6
Saturday, December 20, 2025
No Scheduled Events
Sunday, December 21, 2025
8:45am SALT - Adult Education Class, EC4
9:00am Education Hour, EC rooms
10:00am Worship Service, Sanctuary

*As you are able, please rise in body or in spirit.

One License #711910-A

of the Clarkson congregation. May they continue to
grow as a caring and nurturing Christian community, as
well as individuals, focusing on prayer, Bible study and
worship.

UCC Living Waters Association: Crofton UCC (Crofton,
NE 68730)

JOYS & CONCERNS
If you have any joys or concerns, please share with
the congregation by informing the office.
¢ Pray for the family of Terry Schultz. Terry passed
away December 6.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

December 18 & 21- Lessons & Carols
December 24 - 5 pm and 8 pm services
December 25- Merry Christmas everyone!
Christmas Meal, office is closed
December 31 @ Noon - deadline for 2025
contributions

CCLI License #1160936 & 20180420
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¢ ) ~ EVEN IN OUR FEAR, WE ARE CALLED FORWARD
O Come, 1 alao Heart
VENI EMMANUEL 8.8.8.8 with refrain
Words by Anna Strickland, 2025 Plainsong adapted by Thomas Helmore, 1854
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0 come, O come though tim - id and un - sure And trust that God de - clares your worth

O come, O come though you feel un - pre - pared When cour-age fails you, do it scared
O come and join God's kin dom work And be God's hands and feet on earth
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Re - mem-ber when you're feel - ing small That ev-ery child of God________ s called
Don't let the fear of ma-king mis-takes Im-pede you from the path you're called to take
You're called ex - act - ly as___ you are To love the world with ev - ery bro-ken part
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Take heart! Take heart! The One who calls to you Will give you strength and see you through
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©Anna Strickland, 2025. Commissioned by A Sanctified Art, LLC.
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B Clhristma
4/ COMMUNITY DINNEF

Everyone is welcome!
Dine In, Pick Up, or
Delivery

Dine in from 12:00 - 1:30
Deliveries starting at 11:00 Pick Up starting at 11:30

Please Call for Reservations
by noon on December 22nd
Federated Church
402-564-2812

Full dinner with all the trimmings!

There is no charge for the meal,
free will donations are accepted and appreciated
Federated Church 2704 15" Street Columbus, NE

Thank you to Hy-Vee, Super Saver, and Walmart
for their generous donations.




