
Sunday, April 5, 2026 

Resurrection of the Lord, Easter Sunday 

Mission Statement: 
We are called to nurture a growing relationship with God  

by following the example of Jesus Christ. 

We are called Federated because on July 2, 1914, Columbus’ Congregational  
(now the United Church of Christ) and Presbyterian churches joined to serve as one congregation. 

 

Prayer requests can be shared with the Church Office 402-564-2812 to initiate a Prayer Chain  
with the  Order of St. Andrew. The Prayer Chain is strictly confidential. 

 

If you missed worship last week, visit www.federatedcolumbus.org for videos of worship and bulletins. 
 In case of an emergency, Edward’s cell phone number: 402-302-2812. 
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Welcome to Worship at Federated! 
 Sunday, April 5, 2026 

Resurrection of the Lord, Easter Sunday 

Hymns, Songs, Prayers, and liturgies in Bold are for the participation of the Congregation 

Prelude                                                        Was It a Morning Like This?                                                        arr. Koerts 

                                                                                        Morning Has Broken                                                                   arr. Hayes 

                                                                         Were You There? With Crown Him                                                        arr. Ham 

                                                                               Amanda Weeder, Piano 

Welcome & Announcements 

Video                                                        “It is Finished” (Easter Intro) by Playback Media 

* Call to Worship                                                                                                                                          Sanctified Art  
One: On Friday, we thought the good news had been silenced. 
All:   On Friday, we thought the good news had taken its last breath. 
One: On Friday, we thought the good news had been buried. 
All:  But today, we know the good news is alive and well. 
One:  The good news is dancing! 
All: The good news is on the loose! 
One: The good news is out in the world, calling your name! 
All: Alleluia! Even death has lost its sting. 
One: Let us worship our good-news Christ. 
* Opening hymn #123                                    Jesus Christ is Risen Today 

* Prayer of Confession 

One:  Friends, on Easter Sunday we remember that the world did its worst to God. 
The world battered and bruised, betrayed and abandoned, crucified and buried our living God. 

            And despite it all, Jesus still chose to return. Jesus rose again and immediately went to work 
spreading God’s love to the very people who had hurt him. So hear me when I say, there is 
nothing you can do that could keep God’s love at bay. With that good news mind, let us go to 
God in prayer, trusting that Jesus Christ loves, claims, and seeks us. 
Friends, let us pray: 

All: Gracious God, we want to be Easter people. We want to shout your good news from the 
rooftop. We want to follow the disciples, who ran to look for you. We want to follow the 
angels, who said, “Be not afraid,” but we are afraid. And we don’t know where to look. 
And we are worried we’ll say the wrong thing. So forgive us, for we are imperfect Easter 

people. We are best intentions and best laid plans. We are an out-of-tune chorus of “alleluias.” 

            We are on our way, but we are not there yet. Show us how to embody your good news in this 
world. Show us how to be your Easter people. With hope for tomorrow, we pray, amen. 

* Moment for Silent Prayer 

* Words of Forgiveness 

One:  Family of faith, even when we are an out-of-tune chorus of “alleluias,” we belong to God. Jesus   
     died and rose for you. And there is nothing that could keep God’s love at bay. So join me in this  
     good news declaration: 
All:   Through Jesus Christ we are seen, saved, loved, and claimed. This is the good news of the  
     gospel!  Thanks be to God. Amen. 
* Passing of the Peace  
One: God makes peace within us. 
All: Let us claim it. 
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One: God makes peace among us. 
All:  Let us share it.  
One: Let us greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. 
All: Peace of Christ! 
* Hymn STF # 2193                          Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (sung twice) 

Children’s Sermon                                                                                 Brenda Sand, Christian Education Director 

Choral Anthem                                                Resurrection Victory                                                                          Larson 

Chancel Choir; Stuart Gausman, Director; Amanda Weeder, Accompanist 

Riley Gausman & Dave Melick, Trumpet 

Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                                 Katie Claus, Liturgist 

Scripture Reading 

     Gospel According to Matthew 28 : 1 - 10                                      Pew Bible, NT, pages 33 & 34 

       One:  This is the Word of God for the people of God, 
     All:  Thanks be to God! 

Sermon                                                                                                                                                  Edward Yang, Pastor 

* Affirmation of Faith   
     We believe in resurrection - 
     mysterious, beyond our understanding, and yet, like tulips after the snow: real. 
     We believe in Easter morning - 
     in the promise of a God who would roll back every stone to return to us. 
     We believe in Jesus - 
     who calls us by name and asks, “Who are you looking for?” 

     So we look - 
     for justice, for mercy, for God in our midst. 
     And as we look, 
     we sing, “Alleluia!” Amen. 
* Responsive Hymn               In the Bulb There is a Flower (see insert for words and music)  

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord’s Prayer 

Words of Institution 

Communion of God’s People 

Unison Prayer after Communion 

Loving Christ, thank you for the bread that nourishes our bodies. Thank you for the cup that 
quenches our thirst. Thank you for this community, which reminds us who we are. Thank you 
for this Table that brings us together. Thank you for the music that lifts our spirits. Thank you 
for the promise that at this Table, and every table, you will be there. May this holy meal nourish 
us to go out into the world speaking of your good, good news. With joy and hope we pray, 
amen. 

Invitation to the Offering (Contributions can be placed in box/plate by sanctuary entrance) 

* Doxology     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise God, whom we adore. Amen. 
* Unison Prayer of Dedication 

 God of compassion, we praise you that you look upon our lives with love and understanding, 
and that you desire for us all new life in Jesus Christ. We are overwhelmed by your love, which 
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goes to the cross for us, endures the grave, and leads us to new life. By your Spirit, strengthen 
our souls to be bold in Christ’s service. Take our offerings, and use them and us for your 
purposes, in the name of Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Lord. Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 108                               Christ is Alive! (verses 1, 3 & 5) 

Benediction 



  



Bob & Wilma Arp 

In Honor of all the Children of Africa 

 

Donna Augspurger 

In Memory of Roger and  
In Honor of our Children &  

Grandchildren 

 

Georgia Behlen 

in Memory of Rod, Jacob & Ben 

Hugh & Dorothy Grosz 

 

Fred & Renee Bellum 

 

Pete & Carol Bennett 

In Memory of David Bennett, 
And our parents, 

Rondal & Belle Bennett and 

Albert & Leola Dallmann 

 

Chris & Gary Bock,  
Travis & Jolene Bock and Family,  

and Tiffany Smith and Family, 
in Memory of Eleanor Loshbaugh 

 

Castner Family 

in Memory Lloyd Castner  
   

John & Katie Claus 

in Honor of Linda McPhail 

 

David & Rae Fulton 

in Honor of our children 

And great-grandchild 

 

Antonio Garcia & Family 

 

Stuart, Kristen, Reagan & Riley Gausman 

In Memory of Reece 

 

Cyndi & Jerry Jarecke 

in Memory of Jim Uhlmann 

 

 

Ruth Lind 

In Memory of the Lind Family, 
Heinen Family and Charley Ackerman 

 

Dave & Sherry Melick 

In Memory of  Ray & Alice Christensen 
(parents of Sheri),  

In Honor of Robert & Marian Melick  
(parents of Dave) 

 

Miller Family 

In memory of Leon Miller, Gladys & Joe 
Miller, Mildred & Harold Busch  

In Honor of Sherry Miller 

 

Steve & Susan McClure 

in Memory of  Our Parents, 
Gerald & Ruth McClure 

and H.G. & Doris Crecelius 

 

John McPhail 

 in Memory of my wife, Linda 

 

Jan Pickrel 

in Memory of my husband, Roger Pickrel 

 In Honor of our  Children 

Grandchildren and Great-Grandchild 

 

Rick Porter 

In Memory of Laura Porter, Pat & Rosean 
Porter, Richard & Benita Lambert 

 

Tim & Val Rathje 

in Memory of John Hofkamp and  
LaDonna & Curtis Rathje 

 

Bobbie Uhlmann 

In Memory of Alfred Anderson 

And Jim Uhlmann 

 

Edward & Sunnie Yang 

in Honor of our Parents 

 

  

Easter Flowers Given By... 


