
Federated Church 

2704 15th Street     P.O. Box 564    Columbus, Nebraska  68602     

(402) 564-2812  www.federatedcolumbus.org 

Welcome to Federated Church! 

We are called Federated because on July 2, 1914 the Congregational (now the United Church of 

Christ) and Presbyterian churches of Columbus joined in an effort to serve 

as one congregation. Our faithful federation continues to this day! 

New to Federated? Please let us know on a “Visitors Card” & in a red Friendship Folder. 

Children are welcome in worship at Federated Church. The Library & “Cry Room” at the back 

of the Sanctuary is child friendly and include Sanctuary sound.  

Children’s Activity Bags are at the Sanctuary entrance. Sunday child care is in the Nursery. 

Ushers are here to help: ushers tonight are Rod & Georgia Behlen and Julie Graham. Hearing 

assistance devices & large print hymnals are available from the ushers. 

In the event of a pastoral emergency, please contact the pastor by cell phone: 

Rev. Edward:  (402) 302-2812 

5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve, December 24, 2020 

Mission Statement: 

We are called to nurture a growing relationship with God  
by following the example of Jesus Christ. 



JOYS & CONCERNS 

 If you have any joys or concerns, please share 
with the congregation by informing the office. 

Pray for Marlyn Wurdeman (father of Jackie 
Marker, grandfather of Allison Hast and great-
grandfather of Caleb Hast-Curtis & Bennett Curtis) 
who had a health scare last week in the emergency 
room.  Thankfully, he was stabilized and now 
recovering. 

Please pray for Rosie Heinisch, who has been 
diagnosed with ALL (Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia) and is currently receiving chemotherapy 
treatment.  

Pray for Enrique Abrego (brother of Jesse and 
Marilyn Abrego) who is in serious condition with 
brain injury.  

Pray for the family of Eugene Novotny (father of 
John & Nila Novotny) who passed on Dec. 23rd in 
Ord, NE. Funeral will be Monday, Dec. 28th. 

Pray for all who are battling cancer and other life 
threatening diseases. 

Pray for individuals and families affected by 
COVID-19. 

THIS WEEK AT FEDERATED CHURCH 
Sunday, December 27 (1st Sunday of Christmas) 

10:00am Sunday Worship Service, Sanctuary 
Monday, December 28 No events  
Tuesday, December 29 No events  

Wednesday, December 30 No events  
Thursday, December 31 - New Year’s Eve 

       No Worship Service 
Friday, January 1 - New Year’s Day  
       Church Office Closed  
Saturday, January 2 No events 

Sunday, January 3 (2nd Sunday of Christmas) 
10:00am Sunday Worship Service, Sanctuary 

The following motions were made and recognized 
by Governing Council during the October 2020 
meeting:  

 The Governing Council recognizes with serious 
concern the COVID pandemic and will continue 
to follow the safety precautions that have been 
established for this church. The Governing 
Council will continue to monitor and follow 
recommendations of state and local health 
professionals as well as our denominations, 
regarding in person services. We will continue 
to offer a choice of in person or online 
participation as long as conditions permit.   

 A motion was made, seconded and adopted to 
open the east narthex doors on Sunday for 
parking convenience. Ushers will move rope 
and have hand sanitizer available. In addition,  
a bulletin containing activities, 
announcements and Joys and Concerns will be 
available as you exit the Sanctuary.   

 

CANCELLED - ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER 
       FESTIVAL OF TREES 

Dear Federated Church Friends, 
 I wish to share with you all “Merry Christmas” 
greetings and hopefully normal days we will see 
again.  
 I have appreciated all the “visits”  and “get 
well” wishes you have expressed to me with 
visits and calls to my home, hospital, 
Brookstone and now Prairie Village.  Your 
friendships, kindness and thoughtfulness means 
more than you will ever know.  
 I also appreciate all the tasty food, flower 
arrangements, and your special calls and cards! I 
wish to attend church services again after the 
virus is gone. 

 Thank you all again, my “Church Family”, for 
your kindness and thoughtfulness. 

 Also, thank you Rev. Yang and Sunnie for your 
visits. Merry Christmas and Blessings to you all! 

Federated Church members donated 87 pounds of 
food which was collected and delivered to the 
Platte County Food Pantry! 

Pastor Nominating Committee 

Now that the Staff Planning Committee is done, the 
PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee) will be elected 
at the February 2021 Annual Congregational Meeting. 
If you are interested in serving on the PNC, please 
contact Marcia Grant or Tim Warren. 



Christmas Eve 5PM Family Service 
 

We Prepare for God’s Word 

 

Welcome and Announcements   
 

Call to Worship                                                                         
One:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
One:  The darkness is gone; the Light of the World is here!  
All:  Our hope, our preparation, our joy, and our love are brought together this night in a humble 

stable. We welcome Christ!  
One:  We give thanks for Emmanuel, God with us.  
All:  Let us worship God! 
  
Lighting of Advent Candles                                                      Miller Family 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession  
    God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness.                
We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be good. We have closed 
our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt, and renew our 
hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord.  
 

Declaration of God’s Forgiveness  
One:  Hear the promise of the Lord: See, our salvation has come!  
All:    We are a holy people, redeemed by God; sought out and not forsaken.  
One:  In the name of Jesus Christ,  
All:    we are forgiven! Amen.  
 

Passing of the Peace 
One:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All:    Thanks be to God. 
One:  As Christ offers us peace and forgiveness, let us offer a sign of that peace to one another.  
     The peace of Christ be with you.  
All:    And also with you.  
 

We Listen for God’s Word 

The ABC’s of Christmas  
 

A-B 
 
 

C-G 
 
Scripture Reading   Luke 2:8-18    Miller Family 
 

8 Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. 9 The  Lord’s angel stood 
before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they  were terrified.  10 The angel said, “Don’t be 
afraid! Look! I bring good news to  you - wonderful, joyous news for all people. 11 Your savior is born 
today in  David’s city. He is Christ the Lord.  12 This is a sign for you: you will find a  newborn baby 
wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great  assembly of the heavenly forces was with 
the angel praising God. They  said, 14 “Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 
he  favors.” 15 When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each  other, “Let’s go right 
now to Bethlehem and see what’s happened.  Let’s  confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” 16 They 
went quickly and found  Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger.17 When they saw this, they 



reported what they had been told about this child. 18 Everyone who heard it was amazed at what the 
shepherds told them.  
 

H 
 

Choral Anthem                                Song of the Shepherds 
                           Chancel Choir - Recorded December 24, 2018 
 

I-O 
   
Invitation to the Offering 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
One:  O God of all blessings, we give you our heartfelt thanks for all that you have given us 
All:    and ask that you accept the gifts we give back to you: our time, talent, and possessions. 
One:  Tonight we especially remember your extraordinary gift of yourself, Christ Jesus. 
All:    As you have shown mercy and love to us, grant that we may show the same                 
     to everyone we meet. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
 
P 
 
Christmas Prayer 
Lord's Prayer 
 
Q-Z 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle                                                                                                                Miller Family 
 Leader:  This is the Christ candle.  It reminds us that Christ is the light of  the world. 
 
SHARING OF THE LIGHT 
 
* Closing Song:                           Silent Night  

Playback Media 
Benediction 
 

 

* As you are able in body or in spirit, please rise.                                      CCLI License #1160936 



Christmas poinsettias given by... 
Donna Augspurger 
 in honor of Our Children and   Grandchildren 
 

Mike & Sharyn Beard 
 in Memory of Our Parents 
 

Rod & Georgia Behlen 
 in Memory of Jacob & Benjamin, And 
 Hugh & Dorothy Grosz, Gib & Irene Behlen 
 

Chris & Gary Bock, Travis & Jolene Bock & 
Family, and Mike & Tiffany Smith & Family 
 in Memory of Eleanor Loshbaugh 
 

The Busler Family, Brad & donna, 
 Greg & Sherri, his Grandchildren, 
 and LaRene Busler 
 in Memory of Robert Busler 
 

Lloyd & Kay Castner 
 in Memory of our parents 
 

John & Katie Claus, 
 in Memory of Henry & Jesse Claus, 
 and Maurice & Ethyl Suhumskie 
 

Chris & Lauretta Dixon 
 in Memory of our parents, 
 Orval & Marie Dixon 
 and Chester & Viola Palmer 
 in honor of our Children,  Susan, Calvin,  
 Kent & Sara, 6 Grandchildren  
 and 4 Great-Grandchildren 
 

David & Rae Fulton, 
 In Honor of the Frontline Workers 
 

The Garcia Family 
 

Julie Graham 
 in Memory of Joseph Graham, 
 Orville & Elizabeth Canaday 
 and Eddie & Della Sivory 
 in Honor of Gus 
 

Clark & Marcia Grant 
 in Memory of Bill & Betty Grant and  
 Don & Lucille Remmers 
 

Steve & Rosie Heinisch 
 in Memory of Our Parents 
 in Honor of our Healthcare Heroes! 
 

Bill Irby 
 in Memory of Carolyn Irby 
 and Cynthia Irby 
 

Jerry & Cyndi Jarecke 
 in Memory of Jim Uhlmann 
 

 

Sharon Kuncl 
 in Memory of Larry Kuncl; My Parents, 
 My Brother, Wayne, 
 and Nieces, Reva and Sharon Lee 
 

Clark & Robin Lehr 
 in Honor of The Lehr Family 
 

Steve & Sue McClure 
 in Memory of Gerald & Ruth McClure and 
 H.G. & Doris Crecelius 
 

John & Linda McPhail 
 in Memory of Jack & Gay McPhail, 
 and Dr. Donald Jackson & Lillian Jackson 
 

Sherry Miller & Family 
 in Memory of Dr. Leon Miller, Harold &  Mildred 
Busch and Joe & Gladys Miller 
 

Ervin & Karen Paben 
 in Memory of our parents 
 

Jan Pickrel 
 in Memory of My Husband, Roger Pickrel 
 

Tim & Val Rathje 
 in Memory of John Hofkamp 
 and Curtis Rathje 
 

Deanna Scheidegger, 
 in Memory of Sam Scheidegger 
 

Terry & Holly Schultz 
 in Memory of Marvin Hanson and 
 Kenneth & Lois Schultz 
 

Harold & Rogalyn Stevens 
 in Memory of Roy & Virginia Russell and 
 Burt & Mazie Stevens 
 

Bobbie Uhlmann 
 in Memory of Jim Uhlmann 
 

Rod & Cindee Wachter 
 in Memory of our parents,  
 M. D. & Sandee Linde 
 and Willis & Verona Wachter 
 

Calvin & Alison Wagner 
 in Memory of our Dear Friends: 
 Dick & Judy Temme 
 

Gail Wurdeman and Sara Aerni 
 in Memory of our Parents,  
 Irene & Harold Wurdeman 
 

Edward & Sunnie Yang 
 in Honor of our Healthcare Workers 
 

Marv & Barb Zoucha 
 in Memory of Our Parents 


