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If you have articles, events or other information you would like included in this newsletter, 

please call the Church Office at 564-2812 or email us: fcstaff@federatedcolumbus.org 

The deadline for submitting information for the October 2019 Newsletter is Sept 23rd. 

FEDERATED NEWSLETTER 

Inside this issue: 

A huge thank 
you to all the 

volunteers who 
have helped 

Chrissy move 
the furniture in 

preparation of the 
carpet cleaning, 

and a preemptive 
thank you to all 

who will be 
helping to set the 
furniture back up! 

Your help is 

VERY 

appreciated! 

Columbus Days 

mailto:fcstaff@federatedcolumbus.org


September 2 ~ Labor Day 
Church Office Closed 

September 3  
Tuesday Morning Book Discussion Resumes 

September 4 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal Resume 

September 8 ~ Education Hour Kick Off 
Horn T Zoo during  

Education Hour at 9am;  
Worship Service at 10am; 

Commissioning of Sunday School 
Teachers and Students; 

Commissioning of Chancel Choir Members; 
Barbeque at 11am 

September 9 
Presbyterian Disaster Relief  

Tools for Building Resilience Workshop 
September 15 

Commissioning of Acolytes & Youth Ushers; 
Commissioning of Bell Choir 

September 22 
3-Year and 3rd Grade Bibles  

September 29 
5th Sunday Potluck; 

Heritage Sunday 



NEEDED: STORY TELLERS 
FOR CHILDREN'S SERMON 

The Christian Education 
Committee is organizing 
volunteer sign-up for the 

Children's Sermons to help 
Pastor Edward with the 

church service when he is 
preaching on Sundays. Sign 
up in the Narthex to pick your 

Sunday! 

SUMMER CAFÉ LA FED! 
Please sign up to host Café la Fed 
for a Sunday during the summer. 
Sign up schedule is on Narthex 

easel. 

GREETERS WANTED! 
If you would like to sign up  to greet 
those who come to worship, please 
feel free to sign on the sheet in the 

Narthex provided by the  Membership 
& Growth Committee! 

CHURCH NURSERY ATTENDANT NEEDED 
to care for children ages 0-3 on Sunday mornings. Please contact Rev. 
Edward, edward@federatedcolumbus.org/(402) 564-2812, with questions and 
send resumes Attn: Rev. Edward to Federated’s P.O. Box 564, Columbus, NE 
68602  More information on the church webpage: 
http://federatedcolumbus.org/wp-content/uploads/Federated-Church-Nursery-
Attendant-Job-Posting.pdf 

If your committee or group 
needs volunteers, workers or 

helpers, contact  Chrissy at the 
Church office to put in an ‘ad’! 

MOPS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
This Fall, the MOPS Moms are looking 
for helpers and volunteers to work with 
the children and be Mentor Moms. For 
more information how you can help 
these Moms Of Preschoolers, contact 

Melissa Kroenke- 
mkroenke16@gmail.com or  

Erin Settles- erin_lynn@hotmail.com 

Meals on Wheels 
Is looking for volunteers 
for the next two weeks of 
service, October 21 - 25 

and December 23, 26, 27. 
If interested in delivering 
meals to the homebound, 

contact Renee Bellum 
402-563-2411  



“Remember your creator in the days of your youth…” Ecclesiastes 12:1 
 
What is your earliest memory?  Do you have fond recollections of your childhood?  I have 
vague memories of my first six years of life in South Korea.  Much of my childhood amnesia 
probably has to do with the early stages of brain development – in which long-term 
memories are not recorded.  Yet, I do have some reminiscences of my adolescent years.  It 
is an odd mix of experiences: for example, accidentally dropping something valuable 
between several boulders, getting hit on the head by a rock, enjoying mint candies, and 
being carried piggyback by my parents after preschool.   
 
By themselves, these memories do not amount to much.  Consequently, as a teenager I 
struggled with my identity. I felt that I knew very little about my past.  Since then I have tried 
to learn more about my family history and ethnic heritage.  This endeavor has been part of 
my ongoing work of finding puzzle pieces.  When I was asked in a group setting to describe 
a snapshot of my early childhood, I responded that I did not have one.  Instead, my early 
childhood felt like a puzzle with very few pieces in place.  Thus, my experience of 
remembering my past is a continuing effort to fill in the picture. 
 
I believe the church also needs to remember the past: to know where we started millennia 
ago, how the spiritual journey has been traveled over centuries, what has happened over 
past decades in our specific context and to be aware of our recent years and months.  After 
receiving the call to serve at Federated, yet before my family moved to Columbus, I had the 
opportunity to read through the commemorative centennial book for our church.  It was 
inspiring to learn about the various ways that Federated Church has been serving the 
community.  Just as encouraging has been learning about the lived history through 
personal visits.  I would challenge all of our church members, especially our older adults to 
share from their wealth of experiences at Federated Church.  It would be tragic for the 
memories of the past to be lost. 
 
Along with remembering the past, we are to remember in the present tense.  In our 
communion liturgy, we are instructed to partake of the elements (that is, bread and wine) 
“in remembrance” of Christ.  While ‘to remember’ usually means ‘to bring to one’s mind’ (or 
‘call to mind’ which is the literal translation of the Latin, rememorari), it can mean more than 
a mental activity.  We are to “re-member” Christ in the sense that we reconnect as 
members of Christ’s body when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  In other words, to re-
member means to be reunited with Christ and God’s people. 
 
As a church, we can re-member by striving for ways to be more connected.  The 
fundamental way we are linked with one another and God is in worship.  It is encouraging 
to see familiar yet new faces in our worship services.  My hope is that we can grow more in 
worshiping God together.  I am willing to help address any concerns that have hindered 
worship attendance, so please let me know what those concerns might be.   

Re-membering the Past, Present and Future 



Another way we can better connect with one another is through small groups.  Our 
Membership and Growth Committee has taken initiative in starting numerous small groups.  
Please take a look at the various opportunities to connect with others.   
 
Lastly, I have been reminded of the vital work that churches are called to do in 
remembering for the future.  Ecclesiastes 12:1 instructs us to remember God in our youthful 
days because it will be more difficult to do so with an increase of age and worries of life.  
With this in mind, I have encouraged our Children’s Ministry and Youth Ministry teachers to 
think about ways we can help the children and youth in our care to form positive memories 
of church – and in turn, of God.   
 
Based on statistics, it is probable that many of our young people will not as adults be 
connect to our church – or any church.  Yet I have hope that fond memories of Federated 
Church will lead our young people to reconnect with a faith community – here or elsewhere.  
It is difficult to say what they will remember about growing up at Federated Church.  For 
example, I was surprised to hear one of our recent confirmands share that his fondest 
memory of Sunday school was the petting zoo animals.  With this in mind, our Christian 
Education Committee invited Horn T Zoo to bring their animals for our upcoming Education 
Hour Kick-Off on Sept. 8th.  We will also have a free lunch prepared by our Youth Ministry 
Committee following worship that day.   
 
Along with events and activities, our children and youth will remember the interactions they 
had with our adult members.  Remembrances of being loved through encouraging words 
and kind deeds will make as much – if not more – of an impact in the lives of our young 
people.   
 
By sharing God’s love with one another, we can re-member the past, in the present and for 
the future. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Edward 

Re-membering the Past, Present and Future 
(cont. from page 5) 

Calvin Wagner turns 90 on September 13th! 
Send your birthday wishes and cards to Calvin 

at 4520 11th Street, Columbus, NE 68601. 
Let’s help him celebrate this milestone birthday! 



Funeral Committee 5 Information 

Funeral Committee 5: Co-Chairpersons: Elsie and Wendell Ita, Sherry Miller, Judy 
Temme, Judy and Bob Tupper 

Members: Jesse & Marilyn Abrego, Pat Anderson, LaRene Busler, Doris Busse, Jan Curry, 
Sid & Debbie Gaeth, Stuart & Kristin Gausman, Annette Griffith, Rodger & Elizabeth 
Grisham, Roger & Cathy Hare, Reuben & Denise Hughes, Jerry & Cyndi Jarecke, Mike & 
Ann Jeffrey, Brian & Heidi Klevemann, Jeanne Miller, Barb Olson, Kathy Orr, Max & Ashli 
Porter, Dwayne & Virginia Smith, George & Barbara Sturgill, Margaret Trew, David Veach 

Funeral Committee 4 Information 

Funeral Committee 4: Co-Chairpersons: Steve & Sue McClure, Sharon Kuncl, Mike & 
Brenda Sand, Bob & Judy Trautwein 

Members: Mike & Sharyn Beard, Rod & Georgia Behlen, Tom & Sue Bernstein, Fred & 
Renee Bellum, Crystal Comte, Dale & Jan Dannelly, Chris & Lauretta Dixon, Jane Ellefson, 
Donna Engquist, Julie Graham, Bruce & Diana Gartrell, D’Ete Haldiman-Kluck, Steve & 
Rosie Heinisch, Jeannie Johnson (Art Edition), Crystal Maly, Steve & Jackie Marker, Dave 
& Sheri Melick, Matt & Nicole Miller, Michael Mohr, Ervin & Karen Paben, Dean & Julie 
Pearsoll, Kevin & Lisa Perrin, Susan Pospisil, Darlyn Reeder, Terry & Holly Schultz, Karen 
Senften, Bobbie Uhlmann, Diane Wall, Dave & Gay Whitman   

An update: Thank you to Federated members and friends for your 
memorial donations following Norry Augustin’s death. Your 
generosity has provided the monies to repair and improve our 
church bell system whose sounds will one again enrich the 
downtown area. This project became a heartwarming reality 
through Marv Zoucha’s ongoing passion, vision, and assistance with 
the contractor. So now to each of you, my family is very grateful 
as we sense Norry’s smiles and appreciation of music in “making a 
joyful noise to the Lord”. - Lee A. 

Bell Controller 

Dear Federated Church Family, 

Thank you all for the memorials and notes. It is comforting 
to know how much (Lee) meant to so many people! 

Sincerely Barb Hicks 

A Note of Thanks 
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Federated Family Fellowship Group - Federated Family Fellowship is a small group for families with 
children of any age.  This group will meet once a month starting in September with the first activity being a 
hay rack ride.  If you are interested in this group, please contact Brenda Sand 402.276.2080 (call or text) or 
email  brendajsand@gmail.com.  Those Interested - Brenda Sand, Kristen Gausman, Heidi Klevemann, 

Melanie Knoepfle, Nicole Miller, Lisa Perrin, Kristi Wolfe 

CIRCLE THOSE OF INTEREST TO YOU 
Sunday Lunch Bunch – Small groups will meet after Sunday Services for lunch.  We can add other 

groups at other venues as interest indicates. Those Interested - Marian Staroscik, Judy Temme 

Runza Funza Group Those Interested - Val Rathje, Max Porter 

Stack n Steak – Bill Royer 

Those interested - Sharon Kuncl, Melanie & Mike Slizoski, McPhail’s, Sue & Steve McClure, Trautwein’s, 

Novotny’s, Castner’s, 

Electronic Learning Small Group – Meet to discuss electronic questions and interests.  Learn to sell 
things on eBay, Platte Co. Classified, Columbus Buy, Sell, Trade, etc. This could include selling large 

items from the home for the church garage sale. 

Those interested - Sue Jacobs, McPhail’s, Sue & Steve McClure, Trautwein’s, Judy Temme 

Readers Small Group – Meet every other month to discuss books and recommend books to each other 

Those Interested -Nila, Deb Curry, Marcia Grant, Sue McClure, Judy Temme 

Walking/Hiking Group – Three day trips a year for walking/hiking. Spring, summer, fall. Would include 
walkers & hikers of all levels.  
Those interested - Novotny’s, Augspurger’s, McPhail’s, Sue & Steve McClure, Sanderson’s, Cola & Gene 

Hahn 

Music/Art/Museum Small Group – Take day trips to concerts, museums, etc. as decided by the group. 

Those interested - Donna Augspurger, Sharon Kuncl, McPhail’s, Sue & Steve McClure, Linda Wheatley 

Dinner and a Movie Small Group – Go out periodically as decided by the group. 

Those interested - Marcia Grant, Julie Graham, Karen Grabowski, Linda Wheatley, Sanderson’s 

Helping Brothers Group – Men’s group to volunteer in a variety of ways.  They will meet and discuss 
various needs such as Harbor of Hope Rescue Mission, Cancer Care driver, Church facility repairs or 
updates, spreading information on human trafficking in Columbus, etc.   

Those interested – Bob Trautwein 

Music Jam Small Group – Get together to play and sing as decided by the group.  

Those interested - Annette Griffith 

Game Night Group – Meet periodically to play board games, dominoes or other games as decided by the 

group.  

Those Interested – Marilyn & Ben Vrana 

Volleyball, Pickle ball, Badminton – Play these in the gym periodically as decided by the group.  

Those Interested - Sue McClure 

Knitting Group – Knit baby caps for newborns at hospital, for missions, etc. as decided by the group.  

Those Interested -  

OTHER AREAS OF INTEREST 

_________________________________________________________________________      
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

NAME ____________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE ___________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ____________________________________________________________________ 

2019 Small Groups 



The book, “The Triumph of Christianity, How a Forbidden Religion Swept the World” by Bart 
Ehrman, will be the next book to be reviewed at the Tuesday morning Christian Book 
Discussion.  The author examines how a tiny band of mostly illiterate outsiders converted 
the proud Roman Empire in just three centuries. Copies of this book are available at 
Amazon.com.  Mark your calendars to meet with us at 7:00 AM on Tuesday, September 3rd 
for a light breakfast and a stimulating discussion in Fellowship Hall.  In preparation, read 
the introduction and first chapter of the book. 

Summer is coming to an end.  The Chancel Choir is getting ready to resume.  Please 
consider joining the choir.  They meet Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 and provide 
special music for Sunday morning services.  The third Sunday of each month is reserved 
for the Bell Choir.  The first rehearsal is scheduled for Wednesday, September 4.  Come 
and see what it is all about.  The only requirement is a sincere desire to share God’s word 
in song. 

Chancel Choir Rehearsals Resume - WE NEED YOU! 

Tuesday Morning Book Discussion - NEW BOOK! 

On the 2nd Tuesday of each month, a time of prayer that is open to all, is held in our 
sanctuary from 11:30AM -12:30PM.  Whether you are new to prayer or have practiced for 
years, you are welcome here. If you have questions or prayer requests please contact: 

Church office – 402-564-2812 Email - fcstaff@federatedcolumbus.org  or  

Barb Sanderson – 402-910-3586 Email - bjs.sanderson@gmail.com 

Monthly Open Prayer Time 

Interested in learning more about the Bible in a group setting?  Pastor Edward is leading 
weekly Bible studies in Education Center Room 8. Afternoon Bible Study is on Tuesdays 
at 1pm. The Evening Bible Study is Wednesdays at 4:30pm. Keep an eye on the bulletin 
announcements for any cancellations or reschedules. All are welcome to join any 

meeting.  

Lectionary Bible Study 

Federated MOPS 2019-20 year starts this September the 13th. We are looking for 
Mommas with young kids who are looking for building relationships with an uplifting 
group of women. Motherhood is complicated, let us be there 
for you! 
 

Contact Lynsey Kime- ljkime@gmail.com  
 

We are also looking for volunteers to watch the young kids 
during the meetings. We meet once a month on a Friday 
morning. The meetings run from 8:30-11:00am. Please consider 
helping us support our community moms by providing reliable 
childcare during our meetings.  
 

Contact: Melissa Kroenke-mkroenke16@gmail.com 
 

Erin Settles- erin_lynn@hotmail.com 

MOPS Meetings This Fall 



Thank you to Jean Royer and the volunteers who delivered 
“Meals” August 12 - 16. Our next week of service is Oct. 21 - 25. 
Charlotte Lambert will coordinate  402-564-5834. 
 
We’re still looking for new volunteers. It takes about one hour, one 
to five day commitment.  

Meals on Wheels 

Center for Survivors 

We are reaching out to our amazing community and asking 
for donations of NEW simple clothing for children in crisis 
situations. Following is a list of what we need:             
Boys and Girls new clothing: plain t-shirts, plain sweatshirts, 
leggings/sweatpants, shorts, underwear; sizes for both boys 
and girls will include: 2T, 3T, 4T, 5T, 6T, 7, 8, 9, 10-12 

Platte County Food Pantry 
We ask that you help support this ministry by bringing in the following 
items: Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper, Tuna, Macaroni & Cheese, All 
Soups, Spaghetti Sauce, Jell-O, Canned Vegetables, Cereal, Ramen 

Noodles, Pancake Mixes, Bar Soap, Applesauce, Canned Pasta, Diced 
Tomatoes, Dry Pasta, Canned Fruit, Tomato Sauce, Pudding, Saltine 

Crackers, Jelly, Peanut Butter, Pancake Syrup, Toilet Paper 

Platte Valley Humane Society 
The Platte Valley Humane Society is privileged to have a 
donation receptacle in the northwest entrance of the 
Federated Church. 
Requested items are: 
September: Dog Toys, Puppy Milk Replacer 

Ladies:  We are seeking names of who would like to be called IF and WHEN 
additional help is needed on 4th Wednesdays (2:00 - 3:00) Bingo. It would not be an 
every month call, but a ‘just in case’. Prizes are always provided by the circles. The 
sign-up sheet is in the sanctuary.  Thanks for your help, PW Women 

B-I-N-G-O 



Bryan Drake 
is a Christian 
illusionist who 

tours 
throughout 
the world … 

sharing a 
Christ-

centered 
message. 

 

Bryan Drake Show 

Columbus Middle School 

Nantkes Performing Arts Auditorium 

September 4, 2019 7 - 8 pm 



 Tools for Building Resilience  
A workshop presented by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance in partnership with Missouri 

River Valley and Homestead Presbyteries.  

 

At this workshop you will learn: 

               

    -Recognizing your own signs of stress 
               

    -Learn tools to use in difficult moments 
               

    -Increase calm and effective responses to stress 
               

    -Make lifestyle choice to promote resilience  

  

Date: Monday, 9/9/2019  

Registration: 1:00 PM  

Workshop: 1:30-5 PM  

Location: Federated Church  

2704 15th Street, Columbus, NE   

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PDA_ColumbusNE 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PDA_ColumbusNE


I have got to say, this year's mission trip has to be my 
most favorite out of all the mission trips I have been to. 
I enjoyed going together with other churches and 
getting to know others while working and having 
worship. This year's trip provided lots of amazing 
people, great worship leaders, and beautiful songs.  
In the morning we ate breakfast and got into a group 
so we can hear what each of us has to do for that day. 

We would all pack lunches and head over to our worksites. After a couple of hours of 
working we had lunch. After that we went to work for a couple more hours then headed 
back to our cabins. Every night we had group games before getting together for worship.  

I have got to be honest though, I hated working at the sites this year. But I worked 
through it and ended up feeling satisfied at what I had done. For Monday and Tuesday, I 
had to move sticks, logs, and rocks to one side so the people at the site can form a new 
hiking trail. On Wednesday I had to scrape old paint off of fences and cover them with a 
new layer of paint.  

Finally, it was Thursday, our Sabbath day. This was my most favorite day because 
we could relax most of the day and just go out with friends to enjoy the beauty of God's 
creation in our surroundings. Thursday after lunch we got together and took pictures. After 
that we were invited to go tubing down a hill. We spent the last few hours with whoever we 
wanted to until we had to head back home. I felt really sad because I was going to miss all 
of the people I got to know and built a stronger relationship with the people I already knew. 
Before we left we had one more worship together and a small group session. I admit that I 
cried some tears before getting onto the bus back home.  

From this year's mission trip, I learned that God will always hold me up and will never 
turn his back against me no matter how huge of a mistake I make. He will always help me 
to become the person that he has created me to be in this world.  

I want to thank the congregation for helping our youth group to go to SMC 2019. I 
couldn't have felt so much closer to God if it wasn't for you all. I also wanted to thank the 
adults on this trip for helping as much as possible for us to be fully engaged and 
energized. I am hoping to go to SMC one more time during high school and to meet new 
people and learn what God wants to teach me. 
 

Ethan Yang 

Summer Mission Camp 2019 



Wendell Ita, Cameron Wagner 9/1 Matt Miller, Linda Walline 9/17 

Deb Curry, Brooklyn Howe 9/2 Rachel Grisham 9/22 

Brett Beal, Faith Dill, Elsie Ita 9/3 
Renee Bellum, Alexa Davis,  

Sunnie Yang, Corinne Waldman 
9/24 

Fred Wunderlich 9/4 Lyle Whitney 9/25 

Annette Griffith 9/5 Lloyd Castner 9/26 

Wyatt Brandl, Reagan Gausman, 

Miranda Micek, Val Rathje,  

Payton Swierczek 

9/10 
Kaitlin Dahlberg, David Fulton,  

Brinlee Klevemann 
9/28 

Calvin Wagner 9/13 Lance Hahn 9/29 

Gene Depue 9/16   

If you would like your Anniversary published, 

please let Chrissy know and the date. 



In order to make this calendar 
more effective and as correct 
as possible, please contact 

the church office to schedule 
events, meetings or groups. 

Thank you! 



THE FEDERATED CHURCH 

2704 15
th

 STREET 

PO Box 564 

Columbus, NE, 68602-0564 

SEPTEMBER 2019 NEWSLETTER 

Labor Day, Church Office Closed Sept. 2 

Tuesday Morning Book Discussion Resumes Sept. 3 

Chancel Choir Rehearsals Resume Sept. 4 

Education Hour Resumes Sept. 8 

Tools for Building Resistance - PDA Sept. 9 

MOPS First Meeting Sept. 13 

Heritage Sunday Sept. 29 


